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NAOMI AND RUTH

Ruth 1:1-22


Key Verse: 1:16

1.
Read verses 1-2. What do these verses teach about the family of Elimelech? Why did the family go to Moab? (Historically, why should Israelites have nothing to do with Moabites? (See Dt 23:3; Nu 25:1) 

2.
Read verses 3-5. How did this family fare in Moab? What was Naomi’s sorrowful situation after 10 years?

3.
Read verses 6-13. Why did Naomi decide to return to Bethlehem in Judah? What direction did she give her two widowed daughter-in-laws? What shows her good relationship with and good influence on her daughter-in-laws? Why did she insist that they go home?

4.
Read verses 14-18. What did the two girls do? What did Ruth say? What does this show about her faith and her humanity?

5.
Read verses 19-22. How was Naomi welcomed? How does she express her sorrow and despair and fatalistic view of life? What was the one bright spot in her life? 


RUTH MEETS BOAZ

Ruth 2:1-23

Key Verse: 2:12
1.
Read verses 1-3. How does the writer introduce Boaz? How did Ruth propose to support herself and her mother-in-law? How did this lead her to meet Boaz?

2.
Read verses 4-10. How did Boaz first take notice of Ruth? How did he show kindness to her? Read verses 11-12. What impressed him about Ruth? How did he bless her?

3.
Read verses 13-18. How else did Boaz show her hospitality and how did he protect Ruth? What did she bring to her mother-in-law? How does this reveal her thoughtfulness and love?

4.
Read verses 19-23. from the conversation between Naomi and Ruth what can we tell about their relationship? What further information can we learn about Boaz? What hope seems to have crept into Naomi’s heart? What did Ruth do after this?


RUTH'S OBEDIENCE

Ruth 3:1-18

Key Verse: 3:5
1.
Read verses 1-6. What decision did Naomi make and what plan of action did she suggest to Ruth? How did Ruth respond? Why might obedience have been difficult?

2.
Read verses 7-9. What did Boaz say when he discovered Ruth? What does his reaction show about his character? How did Ruth explain her presence?

3.
Read verses 10-14. How did Boaz respond to Ruth’s implicit proposal of marriage? What shows that he had already thought about it? What problem remained? How did he further protect and care for Ruth?

4.
Read verses 15-18. How did Boaz communicate with Naomi? How did Naomi interpret Boaz’ actions? What can we learn about obedience from this chapter?


KINSMAN-REDEEMER

Ruth 4:1-22

Key Verse: 4:14

1.
Read verses 1-10. Explain the concept of kinsman-redeemer.  How did Boaz clear up the matter of there being another man who was more qualified to be kinsman-redeemer? 

2.
Read verses 11-12. How did the elders of the city bless Boaz? Why did they mention Rachel and Leah, Perez, Tamar and Judah?

3.
Read verses 13-23. What can we learn about God who changes sorrow into joy, fatalism into hope? What was the historical significance of the son of Boaz and Ruth? What can we learn about God who works in simple people of faith to accomplish his history? 

